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WELCOME 
TO SCHOOL
Information on studying in grades 1-6

IMPORTANT DATES 
FOR THOSE BEGINNING 
SCHOOL
• Enrollment through Wilma on January 7-24, 2021.
• Application for bilingual and Montessori education shall 

be returned by January 17, 2021, to the school applied 
for. Admittance to intensified instruction will be an-
nounced on February 12, 2021.

• The decision on the local school will be published on 
Wilma on March 26, 2021, or sent to your home address.

• Application for secondary school by April 9, 2021. 
Decision on secondary school place on April 16, 2021.

• Enrollment in after-school activities on April 1-30, 2021.
• Application for school-transportation subsidy at the latest 

on April 30, 2021.
• Introduction to School Day and returning the school 

newcomer’s health information form on May 11, 2021.
• First schoolday on August 11, 2021.

2021�2022 school year
2021 fall term
Wed., August 11 – Wed., December 22, 2021
fall vacation Mon., Oct. 18 - Fri., Oct. 22, 2021 (week 42)

2022 spring term
Mon., Jan. 10 - Sat., June 4, 2022
winter vacation Mon., Oct. 21 - Fri., Oct. 25, 2022 (week 8)

GOOD TO KNOW

After-school activities

When you have received information on your child’s local 
school, you can apply for after-school activities. You will 
find the application instructions and information on local 
after-school activities in a brochure, which will be mailed 
to your home. Online application for after-school clubs 
takes place from April 1-30, 2021. Applications take place 
through Wilma; use the same user ID with which the child 
was enrolled in school. The identifier will re-function as of 
March 26, 2021, after the child’s school place has been 
specified.

School meals and special diets

The school lunch includes varyingly meat, fish, chicken 
and vegetarian dishes. The school lunch is always low-lac-
tose, and we serve vegetarian food on a daily basis to eve-
rybody who wants it.

If your child has a special diet, notify it in the form, which 
you will find on Wilma, at the beginning of the school year. 
If your child has a special diet due to medical reasons, 
provide in addition medical certificate according to the 
instructions in the form.

Apply for school-transportation 
subsidy in the spring

As a general rule, school transportation is arranged by 
public transportation. Your child may get a student travel 
card, if the travel from home to the local school exceeds 
5 km or if the route is too dangerous for the child to walk. 
Taxi transportation is usually granted on the basis of a 
doctor’s or psychologist’s report. As a general rule, the 
guardian is responsible for school travel, if the student 
attends a school other than his or her local school. Apply 
for the school-transportation subsidy by April 30, 2021, 
or as soon as you know the school the child will attend. A 
student may also get transportation home from the after-
school club.

More detailed information on applying for school tran-
sportation and on the grounds for school transportation 
is available online at: vantaa.fi/koulumatkat. If you need 
a paper application, the school will provide it.

All the adults in the school will support children�s wellbeing 
and school attendance. If you have concerns about your 
child�s learning or school attendance, contact the teacher.

The support a child needs may vary during his/her school 
path, and it is always planned in cooperation with the child 
and the guardian. 

Schools support learning by means of, 
for instance:
• remedial instruction and flexible 

instructional arrangements
• part time special-needs education given by 

a special-needs teacher, assistant services
• student welfare

This is how you support your child�s school attendance
• Attend to your child’s rest, mealtimes 

and school equipment.
• Encourage your child to act on his/her own initiative
• and to be independent according to his/her age and 

developmental level.
• Show interest in your child’s learning 

and school attendance.
• Support your child in setting realistic goals.
• Combine things taught at school with everyday living; 

for example, practice mathematics while doing 
the shopping.

•  Participate in learning discussions and PTA meetings, 
and keep in touch with the school.

SUPPORT FOR LEARNING AND SCHOOL ATTENDANCE

Further information, 
forms and contact 
information are 
available online at: 
vantaa.fi/alakouluun.

Student welfare supporting children
Student welfare aims to act preventively and to support the 
wellbeing of the entire school community, class, and indi-
vidual student. The school principal heads the school’s stu-
dent welfare.

� A student welfare officer is the school’s social worker. 
The student welfare officer supports children in situa-
tions related to, for example, school attendance, family 
situation or leisure. The student welfare officer can 
meet with the student both alone and with the student’s 
family.

� A school psychologist supports children’s psychologi-
cal growth and development. You can contact the 
school psychologist whenever there are problems with 
learning, concentration, acting in a group, and emo-
tional life. The child’s situation will always be analyzed 
and support measures will be planned together with the 
student and his/her guardians.

� A school nurse meets with each student at least once 
per school year. Appointments with school doctors are 
made by school nurses. A comprehensive health 
check—in which guardians will also be invited to partic-
ipate—will be given to first- and fifth-graders. 

• All children in grades 1, 3, and 5 will be invited to an 
oral health check at a dental clinic. Children in other 
grades will receive treatment according to their individ-
ual needs. Dental care is free-of-charge for under 
18-year-olds. Nevertheless, if you fail to cancel an ap-
pointment, you will be charged for it.

VANTAA INVESTS IN SCHOOL SPORTS 
AND IN ACTIVE EVERYDAY LIFE

School on the Move activities aim to promote stu-
dents’ involvement, activity, and learning. Students’ 
participation is manifested in all Vantaa School on 
the Move activities; we have especially focused on 
improving students’ position in basic renovation of 
schoolyards and increasing the coziness of school-
yards.  More information on School on the Move 
activities is available online at: vantaa.fi/liikkuvak-
oulu.
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